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Regu la to r s  and  a t t o rneys  gene ra l  ac ros s  t he  Nor theas t  con t inued  to
focus  on  consumer  da ta ,  deb t  co l l ec t ion  r equ i remen t s ,  and
compet i t ion  in  the  hous ing  marke t  l a s t  week .  
This week's developments include a court order temporarily blocking federal efforts to obtain
commercial driver information, additional New York City action related to the delayed implementation of
debt collection rules, and a Massachusetts settlement involving competition in the Boston rental
housing market.

Key Developments

Court Temporarily Blocks Federal Effort to Obtain Commercial Driver Data

A federal court has issued a temporary restraining order halting, for now, federal efforts to obtain
personal information concerning commercial drivers from the American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators (AAMVA).

New York Attorney General Letitia James, along with the Attorneys General of Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, Vermont, and other states, had challenged the federal government's efforts to obtain
the information.

The temporary restraining order follows the multistate lawsuit highlighted in an earlier Weekly Sweep
and prevents the release of the information while the legal challenge continues.

New York Attorney General Press Release

Temporary Restraining Order

New York City Moves SHIELD Rule Penalty Schedule Effective Date to January 1

The New York City Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (DCWP) published a notice
documenting the change in the effective date of the penalty schedule associated with the SHIELD Rule.

The effective date has been moved from September 1, 2026, to January 1, 2027.

City Record Notice
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Massachusetts Settlement Addresses Competition in Boston Rental Housing Market

The Massachusetts Attorney General entered into an Assurance of Discontinuance with two merging
real estate investment trusts addressing concerns that the transaction could substantially reduce
competition in the Boston rental housing market.

Under the settlement, the companies are required to divest two buildings. They also agreed to make a
$500,000 contribution to the City of Quincy Affordable Housing Trust.

Massachusetts Attorney General Press Release

Assurance of Discontinuance

New York City Proposes Revisions Reflecting New Debt Collection Rule Effective Date

The New York City Department of Consumer and Worker Protection published a Notice of Public
Hearing and Opportunity to Comment on proposed revisions to its debt collection rules.

The proposed revisions are limited to reflecting the new January 1, 2027, effective date and do not
make other substantive changes to the rules.

DCWP will accept comments on the proposed revisions through September 17, 2026, and a public
hearing is scheduled for that morning. Instructions for submitting comments and participating in the
hearing are included in the notice.

Notice of Public Hearing and Proposed Revisions

Why It Matters

Last week's developments show continued regulatory and legal activity across several areas affecting
consumer financial services and related markets.

The temporary restraining order involving commercial driver information represents an important
development in the ongoing dispute over government access to state-held personal information. In New
York City, businesses affected by the revised debt collection rules now have additional confirmation of
the January 1, 2027, implementation timeline, while the proposed revisions provide another opportunity
for public comment.

The Massachusetts settlement also demonstrates continued state scrutiny of transactions that
regulators believe could affect competition and consumers in the housing market.

Related Content

For additional analysis and ongoing coverage of state and federal developments, explore the following
Hudson Cook and CounselorLibrary resources:

CounselorLibrary.com Reporters - In-depth coverage of enforcement, litigation, and regulatory trends
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impacting consumer financial services.

https://counselorlibrary.com/public/products-lr.cfm

State Watch - Timely updates on state-specific legislative and regulatory activity.

https://hudco.com/insights-subscribe.cfm

Upcoming Webinars - Practical insights and discussion on emerging issues, including recent Attorney
General actions.

https://hudco.com/news.cfm?itemType=event

Hudson Cook will continue to monitor regulatory and enforcement developments across the Northeast.

Hudson Cook, LLP provides articles, webinars and other content on its website from time to time
provided both by attorneys with Hudson Cook, LLP, and by other outside authors, for information
purposes only. Hudson Cook, LLP does not warrant the accuracy or completeness of the content, and
has no duty to correct or update information contained on its website. The views and opinions
contained in the content provided on the Hudson Cook, LLP website do not constitute the views and
opinion of the firm. Such content does not constitute legal advice from such authors or from Hudson
Cook, LLP. For legal advice on a matter, one should seek the advice of counsel.
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